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Posted: Feb 22, 2012 Tweet
SAVANNAH, Ga. - The No. 12-ranked Armstrong Atlantic State
University softball squad swept a Peach Belt Conference-opening
doubleheader from Lander University on Wednesday afternoon,
downing the Bearcats 4-3 and 8-6.
The wins give the Pirates (13-2, 2-0 PBC) an early leg up on the
league schedule as the doubleheader was the first in league play this
season. Lander (6-8, 0-2 PBC) saw its losing streak stretch to six with
the pair of losses.
Armstrong took an early 3-0 lead in game one thanks to reigning PBC
Freshman of the Week Alexis Mercer. Mercer delivered a two-out two-
run single in the bottom of the first for a 2-0 lead, then cranked a solo
home run in the third.
Lander tied things up in the top of the sixth inning with three runs on














a n d Al y s s a H artl e y.
T h e Pir at e s g ot t h e g a m e- wi n ni n g r u n i n t h e b ott o m of t h e si xt h o n a
t w o- o ut R BI d o u bl e b y j u ni or S h el b y D uff , t h e n j u ni or M e g a n B ar n w ell
w or k e d a 1- 2- 3 s e v e nt h t o cli n c h t h e g a m e o n e wi n.
B ar n w ell ( 8- 1) pi c k e d u p t h e vi ct or y f or t h e Pir at e s, h urli n g s e v e n
i n ni n g s of si x- hit t hr e e-r u n b all, w al ki n g o n e w hil e stri ki n g o ut 1 4, h er
c ar e er hi g h stri k e o ut s i n a s e v e n-i n ni n g c o nt e st. H a yl e y L ei s s n er ( 5- 4)
t o o k t h e l o s s f or L a n d er i n g a m e o n e, gi vi n g u p ni n e hit s a n d f o ur r u n s
- t hr e e e ar n e d - i n si x i n ni n g s, w al ki n g o n e w hil e stri ki n g o ut ei g ht.
G a m e t w o s a w t h e Pir at e s a g ai n j u m p o ut t o a q ui c k 3- 0 l e a d o n
s e ni or B ailli e T e m pl e s ' t hr e e-r u n h o m e r u n i n t h e b ott o m of t h e fir st
i n ni n g. L a n d er a g ai n r alli e d wit h wit h f o ur r u n s i n t h e f o urt h i n ni n g,
c a p p e d b y a n R BI si n gl e b y C a s e y C or bitt, t h e n a J ai m e Pr e s n ell t w o-
r u n h o m e r u n i n t h e fift h p ut t h e B e ar c at s u p, 6- 3.
Ar m str o n g w e nt l o n g b all i n t h e fift h i n ni n g t o r e cl ai m t h e l e a d, g etti n g
a t w o-r u n h o m e r u n fr o m s e ni or W hit n e y G all o w a y  a n d a s ol o h o m e r u n fr o m j u ni or Britt a n y C o ol e y  e n r o ut e t o f o ur r u n s t o
t a k e a 7- 6 l e a d. G all o w a y t h e n a d d e d a s ol o h o m e r u n i n t h e si xt h i n ni n g f or h er fir st t w o- h o m e r u n g a m e a s a Pir at e.
S h el b y D uff h url e d t w o i n ni n g s of s h ut o ut b all t o pi c k u p h er fir st s a v e of t h e s e a s o n i n pr e s er vi n g t h e g a m e-t w o vi ct or y.
C aitli n C a m p b ell  ( 5- 1) pi c k e d u p t h e wi n f or t h e Pir at e s, gi vi n g u p ei g ht hit s a n d si x r u n s i n fi v e i n ni n g s, stri ki n g o ut t w o.
M ar y K at h eri n e P e gr a m ( 1- 1) t o o k t h e l o s s f or t h e B e ar c at s, gi vi n g u p s e v e n hit s a n d si x r u n s - fi v e e ar n e d - i n 4 1/ 2 3
i n ni n g s pit c h e d, w al ki n g f o ur w hil e stri ki n g o ut t hr e e.
A pril J o w er s  l e d t h e Pir at e s at t h e pl at e i n t h e d o u bl e h e a d er wit h a 6-f or- 8 d a y, e xt e n di n g h er c urr e nt hitti n g str e a k t o 2 1
g a m e s a n d al s o n ot c hi n g a p air of st e al s. M er c er w e nt 2-f or- 3 i n g a m e o n e wit h t h e e R BI s w hil e T e m pl e s a n d G all o w a y
e a c h dr o v e i n t hr e e r u n s i n g a m e t w o.
Pr e s n ell l e d t h e B e ar c at s i n t h e d o u bl e h e a d er wit h a 4-f or- 7 d a y, dri vi n g i n t hr e e r u n s wit h a p air of d o u bl e s a n d a h o m e r u n.
Ar m str o n g r et ur n s t o a cti o n o n Fri d a y, F e br u ar y 2 4t h, c o m p eti n g i n t h e C ol u m b u s St at e I n vit ati o n al i n C ol u m b u s, G a., t a ki n g
o n N o v a S o ut h e a st er n at N o o n a n d Y o u n g H arri s at 4: 0 0 p. m.
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